[image: image1.jpg]BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Lou Martinelli, PhD, PharmD
(Chair)

Partner and Co-founder

Health Alliance Strategies, LLC

Janice Dunsavage, RPh, MS
(Chair-Elect)

Director of Pharmacy
PinnacleHealth System

Michael R. Cohen, RPh, MS, ScD
President
ISMP

David W. Bates, MD, MSc
Chief, General Medicine Division
Brigham and Women's Hospital

Michele P. Campbell, MSN
Nursing Consultant

Mark J. Cziraky, PharmD
Vice President, Research
Development & Operations
HealthCore, Inc.

George Di Domizio, JD
President
Gemini Trademark Services

Dan Ford
Vice President
Furst Group

Russell H. Jenkins, MD
Medical Director
ISMP

Mary Anne Koda-Kimble, PharmD
Dean

School of Pharmacy

University of California

San Francisco

Margaret M. McGoldrick, MBA
Executive VP & COO
Abington Memorial Hospital

David U, BScPhm, MScPhm
President
ISMP-Canada

Zane Wolf, PhD, RN, FAAN

Dean and Professor of Nursing
LaSalle University School of Nursing
And Health Sciences

(. Rodney Wolford
Chief Executive Officer
Gordian Health Solutions





[image: image1.jpg]
[image: image2.jpg]MP

Institute for Safe Medication Practices 200 Lakeside Drive, Suite 200 « Horsham, PA 19044-2321
An ECRI Affiliate Tel. 215.947.7797 - www.consumermedsafety.org « www.ismp.org






	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
	CONTACT

	January 4, 2022
	Renee Brehio, ISMP Public and Media Relations

	
	rbrehio@ismp.org • 614-376-0212


ISMP Issues Warning about Possible                                                                Safety Issues with Newly Authorized Paxlovid
Horsham, Pa. –The Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) has identified possible error risks with Paxlovid, which recently received Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for the treatment of mild-to-moderate COVID-19. An ISMP special alert has been issued to raise awareness and recommend ways to prevent errors, including highlighting special instructions for dispensing pharmacists.
Paxlovid is indicated for the treatment of patients with positive results of direct severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) viral testing and who are at high risk for progression to severe COVID-19. A dose reduction is necessary for patients with moderate renal impairment, and patients with severe renal impairment should not receive the drug. Paxlovid is only available in a carton holding five blister cards, each with daily morning and evening doses consisting of two tablets of nirmatrelvir and one tablet of ritonavir (an FDA-approved antiretroviral agent).
Pharmacists should be aware that for patients with moderate renal impairment, one of the nirmatrelvir tablets for both the morning and evening doses need to be removed from each blister card before being dispensed. The empty blisters on all five cards should be covered with manufacturer-supplied stickers.  
Other possible safety issues include challenges with prescribing the dose, patients accidentally failing to take both tablets together, and drug interactions. For a copy of the ISMP alert, which provides safe practice recommendations, visit: https://www.ismp.org/alerts/medication-safety-issues-newly-authorized-paxlovid
All errors with Paxlovid should be reported internally within healthcare organizations as well as to the FDA MedWatch reporting program, which is mandatory for products under an EUA. ISMP also asks providers to report medication errors to ISMP's medication error reporting program. See the alert or Fact Sheet for details about faxing a copy of the MedWatch report to Pfizer.
About the Institute for Safe Medication Practices

The Institute for Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) is the nation’s first 501c (3) nonprofit organization devoted entirely to preventing medication errors. ISMP is known and respected for its medication safety information. For more than 25 years, it also has served as a vital force for progress. ISMP’s advocacy work alone has resulted in numerous necessary changes in clinical practice, public policy, and drug labeling and packaging. Among its many initiatives, ISMP runs the only national voluntary practitioner medication error reporting program, publishes newsletters with real-time error information read and trusted throughout the global healthcare community, and offers a wide range of unique educational programs, tools, and guidelines. In 2020, ISMP formally affiliated with ECRI to create one of the largest healthcare quality and safety entities in the world, and ECRI and the ISMP PSO is a federally certified patient safety organization by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. As an independent watchdog organization, ISMP receives no advertising revenue and depends entirely on charitable donations, educational grants, newsletter subscriptions, and volunteer efforts to pursue its life-saving work. Visit www.ismp.org and follow @ismp_org to learn more. 
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